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Table 1. instructional Domains, Observational Skills,

and Class Format for a University Course on Participant-Observation

Major Domain
of Instruction

Specific Skills Being Taught

Class Format and Content

Week Day
1 1
1 2
2 1
2 2
3 1

Introduction

Introduction

Recording;
Observing

Jbserving

Recording;
Observing

Observing

Role Management
and Ethics

Role Management
and Ethics

Recording

Role Management
and Ethics

Recording

Interviewing

Recording

Becoming a participant-observer

in the class; self-reliance and the
value of direct experience; flexibility
as an observer.

Becoming an observer

Different styles of narrative-writing
and note-taking: advantages and
disadvantages of each

““Seeing more to see”; having a
strategy for observing; individual
differences in powers of observation

“Seeing more to see”’; developing
observational strategies; working as
a team in field research

“Seeing more to see”; developing
observational strategies

Sensitization to everyday problems
of fieldwork

Recognizing and dealing with ethical
issues in field research

Mnemonic and shorthand skills in
taking rough field notes

Dealing with rapportin the field and
balancing the participant-observer
“dichotomy”

Formatting and indexing field notes

Different types of interview
strategies; planning and executing a
focused interview

Formatting and indexing field notes

Lectuye on course content, purpose and direction; in-class
exercises such as learning one another’s names; FIELD PROJECT:
CLASS DIARY assigned.

FIEI..D PRO{ECT: “SUDDEN SHOCK"” exercise; in-class discussion
of field project. FIELD SITE SELECTION CRITERIA handed out and
discussed.

In-class exercises: 1) instructor smokes a cigarette and asks students
to record his actions; 2) a slide (of a large group of Sikh men) is
presented and students told to record what they see. Class
discussion of in-class exercises: students read their notes to
illustrate different styles of note-taking (e.g., “‘holistic” vs. “radical-
empiricist”) and issues related to note-taking (e.g., level of
inference, “framing,” focusing). FIELD PROJECT: NARRATIVE-
WRITING assigned.

Lecture on factors affecting observational prowess; in-class
exercise: slide of a drawing with an’ observational “test”
administered later on specifics of the scene. FIELD PROJECT:
NARRATIVE-WRITING due.

Feedback on NARRATIVE-WRITING FIELD PROJECT. In-class
exercise: slide of picture cards of a deck of playing cards presented
and students told to record “all”” details of the cards; discussion
of exercise with emphasis on observational strategies used. In-class
exercise: students divided into groups of four and told to prepare
an observational strategy for a second slide (picture cards from the
nineteenth century).

FIELD PROJECT: ROLE MANAGEMENT assigned

Feedback on playing cards exercise of previous class meeting;
discussion of individual and group strategies for flexible note-
taking. PROPOSED FIELD SITE submitted

Lecture: what “really” happens to most fieldworkers {e.g., facing
novelty, malaise, field decision-making, ethical dilemmas), how to
cope (e.g., generating questions, taking kaopectate and a diary,
professional standards), typical approaches to field studies (e.g.,
research design, “mucking about”)

Class discussion using real and hypothetical cases in which students
raise and discuss the ethical issues involved; FIELD PROJECT: ROLE
MANAGEMENT due

In-class exercise: film (largely unedited and unnarrated) of New
Guinea initiation ceremony shown with instructions to students to
record behavioral and setting details; class discussion of exercise
focusing on techniques used to record multi-dimensional,
complex, rapidly-occurring behavior

Feedback on ROLE MANAGEMENT FIELD-PROJECT and on FIELD
SITE SELECTION

Lecture and presentation of examples of field note systems; FIELD
PROJECT: CODING, CLASSIFYING, AND INDEXING assigned

Lecture on different types of interviews; in-class exercise:
observation and discussion of video-taped interviews focusing on
interviewing skills. In-class exercise: students plan and carry out
focused interviews of each other on the subject of friendship;
FIELD PROJECT: INTERVIEWING assigned

FIELD PROJECT: CODING, CLASSIFYING, and INDEXING due
Feedback on CODING, CLASSIFYING, AND INDEXING FIELD
PROJECT (individual consultations with students on field sites and

—~ N T e g e g A e
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