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Learning environments in a sample of communal families and a sample of two-
parent married nuclear farmlies are compared for both intragroup and across-
group dilferences likely to infiuence childrearing and socialization outcomes.
Learning environment variables include family and demographic backgrounds
of parents; newborn health, developmental, and feeding patterns; personnel, size.
and density in households: caretaking patterns; work loads and domestic tasks for
mothers: kin and social supports for mothers: beiiels and value oriemations of the
parents; and change and mobility in families. Creedal and domestic types of
communes also differed. The learning environment variables are interdependent
with each other and with demographic features of the groups, and there is rapid
change in communal lifestyles; both these features suggest that intragroup and
fongitudinal data are essential for generalizing about the effects of iifestyles on
young children.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
FOR INFANTS

COMMUNES AND CONVENTIONALLY
MARRIED FAMILIES IN CALIFORNIA

THOMAS S. WEISNER

JOAN C. MARTIN .
University »f California, Los Angzcies

-

This article asks a werics of descr.ptive and ethnographic
questions dabcui the contexts o! ctild development in com-
munal environments. We ask in what specific respects
communes differ interpally in the learning environments
they provide for young childrer, and in what ways they are
actually similar to a conventior J comparison group. Data
are presented notonly on diffe. ences Lotwe en conventional
and communal families, but ziso on differences between two
types of communes. By their nature and history communes
are experimental and exploratory, and are created for widely

ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES, Vol. 2 No. 2. May 1979 201-242 -
© 1979 Sage Putiications, Inc. 201




AT R T

e tbn v

ayl esn 8AA) "paipnis Buiaq osje Si saijie} Jjeajonu paiew
juased-OAl jEUOIIUBAUOD TG jo dnoib uvosiedwod vy
{-diysuone|as 0eIUOD
jeroos e ui 20 ‘sjbuls ‘palitew 3q Aew sJByloWw 8UNWWOD)
¢'sa110621e0 28441 8Y1 JO YoBd Ul UaJp|Iyd Qg 1noge ale aiay}
-adA) aWOS JO pjoyasnoy 3A(108}{00 e Ul Bulal] uaipjiyo pue
swaled—;sdnosb Buiny pue SSUNWWOI (g) pue l4ayiabol
plIYo B 3ABY OUM INQ paliew Ajjebaj 10u aie oym—sapd
-n03 1982302 (2120 (T) ‘PIIYD B Jeaq O] 138j3 oym avmue
1noYIM Udwom—sJaylow 8j6uis (1) :sbuidwes jeiut 3yl Ul
pasn ‘sauobsied 9s1yl Japun sajAisay {EUOIIUSAUDIUOU Ul
saijiwe) 9| 8yl 8G1asap apA 's3jA1sall Ajruie} jEUOIIUBAUOD
-uOU pue |BUONUBAUOD JO AlalieA B Ul dn Buimoib aie oM
uaJpjiys goT uUiiig wouty Buimoljoy usaqg sey ,108foag salhrg
a1 Ajwe4 ayy ‘Apmis siyy -sajebuy so07 ‘eluiofijed jo Als
-J3Aun aul 1e ssaubosd ulrAuanIng juawdo|aasp piiyd pue
sajlysopyy Apeey jo Aomis reupnitbuoy e jo wed aie satjiwe)
|EUOIIUSAUOD PUB SBUNWWOD UO paludsald aq 01 B1ep 3yl

ADOT0QOHLI3W GNV NOILdIBOS3d
—103rodd S31ALS 341 ANWVL 3HL

-sanssi jeonasoay) Jaylo butiamsue
10§ siseq 2y} spiaosd ued ‘saljiwej ul N300 0] pudl Asyy
Yo1yra Ul S1XB1UCD [RUOIHIENS 841 PUB WAyl 8Jnseaw 0] pasn
spoylaw syl yum Buoje ‘asayl o uondiosap (njsled e Aup
"§3A|aSWAY] S2|QEIIBA JUBWUOIIAUS Buuses| o1y10ads ayl uo
Si SN20} |EN1d35U0D INQ "SJOIARYDQG |BID0S PUB JUBWUIO[BA3P
PIY2 Uo S193)j8 ousuab yum sadAl Apwej jo ssuass € JO
SW) U1 UIPJIYD UO S108}43 AjIWIE) JO SAI3OUCD 10U Op 3
"pa1sal 8q 9SIMIaYI0 10U PInod
1eyl sasaylodAy aisojdxa o1 Anunyioddo syl sapiaoid Inqg
‘Bunsaalul Ajaandisosap Ajuo 10U S) S3DUBIBHP |BINYNOQNS
-es1ut JO dnosBenur jo Apnis 8y "satjiwe) pauew Ajjeuol]
-U2AU0D Uyl Aljigelsea ueyl JaleasB Jej St SaUNWWOD
uyuam Ausiaap pue Anjiqenea ayl ‘snyj ‘suoseas buusip

S$3TALSIAT IALVYNEILTY 4074




' Weisner, Martin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 203

term “conventional” only in the sense of structurally nor-
mative.) In order to control for possible differences in demo-
graphic background factors, all of the mothers we sampled
were 18 to 35 years old, Caucasian, from middle- or work-
ing-class backgrounds, and most (75%) were primiparous.
The mothers were first contacted and interviewed in the
third trimester of pregnancy. The project has been following
the 208 babies born to these women {1973-13975) and will
continue to do so until the children enter first grade in the
public school system, or begin some other comparable
educational experience.

The comparison group of conventional families - was
sampled by randomly choosing obstetricians from several
counties in Northern and Southern California, and asking
them to nominate a couple with the relevant background
characteristics (age, first child, etc.) from their current
cases. The nonconventional families (also initially living in
California) were chosen in a variety of ways, using snowball
samples advertisements in relevant newspapers and bulle-
tin boards, personal contacts with clinics and physicians
where nonconventional families tended to go, and so forth.
Althcugh thare have been 2 considerable number of
changes in lifestyle and residential moves both within and
out of California during the course of the study, there has
been virtually no attrition in the six years of the project.

Data collected include psychological tests; medical data;
home environment and behavioral data on the children
and their parents; and questionnaire materials on the
attitudes, beliefs, and values of the babies’ parents. In
general, the project utilizes a multimethod approach to the
.. collection of data on the social organization of lifestyles and

_group and individual developmental outcomes of children.
Many of these procedures are not relevant to the present
report; therefore, the tests and other details of measure-
ment are not reviewed here. Interested readers are referred
to Eiduson and Weisner (1978), or Zimmerman and Mickey
(1976) for additional details. Weisner, Martin, and Bausano
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Weisner, Martin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 205

home environment including toys and physical features of
the home setting and the baby’s room was also completed
by the observer. After leaving the home, the observer
completed a series of ratings focused on caretaking styles,
effect of the caretaker, quality of care, and obtrusiveness
of the visit, among other factors. Finally, the observer
completed qualitative descriptive notes on the visit, men-
tioning overall characteristics of the home, the parents, and
the baby not otherwise rated, counted, or checklisted
during the procedure itself. The home observational meth-
ods thus ranged from specific frequency counts of discrete
behaviors, through environmental ratings and interviews
with the parents, to qualitative, holistic accounts of the
home and family.

Six different home observers (five women and one man)
visited the 208 families in the project. Five home observers
were graduate students in anthropology and psychology,
and the other had been trained as a social worker. Extensive
reliability data were collected at five time points during the
two years of six-month home observational visits. Reliability
coefficients were calculated for the various kinds of data
that were collected {i.e., frequency counts, ratings, qualita-
tive assessments, spots, etc.). Overall interobserver reliabi-
lities during parallel observations (done with a nonproject
reliability sample) range from 67% to 83% agreement. A
70% criterion was necessary before observers were sent”
out to the field on their own. Periodic checks and confer-
ences on the observational measures also helped to main-
tain reliability in the definitions and use of the coding
tategories. )

The six-month observations were typically recorded
during the morning hours and included at least one feeding.

* Most home observational visits occurred between 9:00 a.m.

and 12:00 noon. The goal of the visits was to observe a
typical weekday morning for the baby. This was discussed
with the mother or both parents prior to scheduling the
visit. If a typical weekday morning was a time when the
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Weisner, Mariin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 207

ables are especially relevant for a comparison between
communes and conventionally married families.

There are eight general categories of learning environ-
ment variables presented in this article. Some of the vari-
ables are sociodemographic, some are based on specific
measures of child caretaking practices, and others are
measures of values based on parents’ self-reports or our
own indirect estimates. The variables include:

{1) The demographic backgrounds of the babies’ parents,
including age, education, occupation, employment, socio-
economic status, and residential moves of baby's grand-
parents.

¢ (2) Infant health and development variables, such as obstetri-
cal complications, neurological status at birth, and feeding
practices,—breast and bottle feeding, weaning, and use of
solid foads.

(3) Number and status of caretakers of child.

f (4) Household size and density.

(5) Mother’s work loads and domestic tasks within the family.

{8) Kin and sccial supports for the moiber.

. (7) Mothers’ and fathers’ values along six dimensions: materi-
alism, achievement, future orientation, natural/organic
orientation, sex egalitarianism, and beliefs about conven-
tional authority; also naming practices as an index of
countercultural value orientation.

(8) Change and mobility in family lifestyle since the third
trimester.

. These topics are not exhaustive of possible learning
environment variables, but they all meet three fundamental
criteria: they include many criticial environmental factors
likely to influence development in early childhood; they
4 have interesting and important relationships to communal
and conventional family styles; and they are measured in
a clear and comparable way in all of our families.

The term “learning environments’™ is used to describe
variables which affect how parents take care of children,
and sources of stimulation which affect children’s develop-
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Weisner, Martin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 209

CREEDAL AND DOMESTIC COMMUNES

Berger et al. {1974), Kanter (1972, 1 976). and others have
broadly characterized two kinds of contemporary American
communal lifestyles which provide very different infant
learning environments. Creedal communes are groups with
a formal ideology, a hierarchical organization, formally
bounded group membership, and frequently a neophyte
stage of intensive desccialization to break the strength of
the new members’ ties to the past and the “outside” world.
Groups based on commitment to either an Eastern or
Christian religious philosophy provide some of the best-
known examples of such groups. Secular creedal groups,
however, also focus on commitment to a powerful leader
or follow a secular ideology which sets out clear group rules
and practices. Creedal groups often have stated procedures
concerning child care and the family, and every member is
expected to follow these. Such practices, for example, might
involve group nursery care of infants, the establishment of

 sleep and waking times for all group members, or strict

rules concerning disciplinary measures or child care task
assignment. Creedal groups tend to be large, often number-
ing hundreds, tend to have veen establisiied ior a longer
period of time, and also tend to have set rules and rituals
which extend directly into the family’s daily and childrearing
activities. They often attempt to provide all the economic
needs of the members, including employment and social
ties. Creedal group members do not generally hold jobs
outside the communal setting.

Domestic communes, by contrast, consist of individuals
who live together to benefit from the communal household
itself as the primary goal, rather than living in a group
setting as a means to participate in a formal ideological
movement. Domestic groups do not share an explicit,
strongly held, formal set of beliefs; overt hierarchy and
clear boundaries for membership are rarely found; and
residents often hold jobs and other interests outside of the
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TABLE 1
Communal Sampla (N = 54)
Subcategory Frequencies at Time of Recruitment

crreoat (’y) DRESTIC  (2%)

Seligiovs (20) Secular (9) Yrbaa (19 Bural (6)
Eavcern _(11) Qrisgtan (9)
13 participants 9 parcicipants t participeats 19 pareicipancs & parcicipants
is 3 in is 3 ts 16 in 3
ladependenc tnd. fad. ind:
Steups sroupe ECoups groups groups
Results

Some background characteristics of the two samples
were limited in their range of variation by design. All the
participating mothers had to be between 18 and 35 years
old, Caucasian, from a middle- or working-class upbringing,
and having their first or second child. Other background
characteristics were not controlled in any way during the
selection of famines, and so could have differed oy lifestyle.

Table 2 indicates a number of background variables
which did or did not discriminate the communal parents
from the conventionally married parents in our sample (see
Cohen and Eiduson, 1975, for additional data). rirst, con-
ventionally married mothers were more likely to be above
the median age of 26, and communal mothers below.
Second, although the job status of fathers was most likely
in both samples to be executive or professional, the remain-
ing conventionally married fathers were most likely to be
white collar and the communal to be unskilled. At the
baby’s birth, only 4 of 52 (7.7%) conventionally married
fathers were in unskilled or semiskilled jobs comipared to
13 of 47, or nearly 28%, of the communal fathers. Executive
or managerial jobs were held by 36.5% of conventionally
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TABLE 2

hic and Background Variables of
f the Initial Interview

Dicection of
Difference

Age of Father

BT

SIS of Mother

SIS of Yather

Lducatioa of Mother
tdwcation of Father
Eaployseal scetus of Mother

w .

- e s gy e b
h feovaset

w—t
-

b
' i
' Yacisbles with ¥ Significast
N scsctetically | Differcoces
i stgniftcast Di{{erence (p% .05 foz 2 test)
Al
I-. 1t
* Commenal Compated to Conventionally Rarsied

Age of Notber

Employment status of Father

Zesidential sovas in childhood
of Mother

Sesidential soves ln childiwod
of Father

Past lavolvescnt in siterna-
tive 1ife style by Mather

Past involvement in alterna-
tive life style by Facher

Older in coaveationally
warried

Nigher status in coavea<
ticaally sarrtied
More soves in childhood

of comsunal Mothers
Hore moves 1n childhond
of coamunsl Fathers
Moge past inwivement by
comunal Mothets
Kore past involvewent by
communsl Fathers

X s

Creedal Compared to Dosestic Comsunes
. age of Yother
T. Age of Father
i, SES of Mother
L.. SES of Facher
2 Education of Mothes nore formal educaticu in
. Zducation of Father doaestic
{: sore foraat educaticn ia
e Inploveent status of Eagloyment status of lt;hi:.:::::. in domestic
. Yather rasiied
y Banfdeatisl sovwes in
childhood of Motiter .
Besidential moves fa
childhood of Fatber
! fast iovolvemeat to
: slternative life style
. by Kother
H Past lavolvement in
1 alternative 1ifa style
. by Facber
. scored using the Obstetrical Complications Scale (Parmalee
: and Michaelis, 1971). These data were assembled from
: both parents’ reports during the birth interview and from
: hospital records collected by project staff. At one year of
:, age, each infant was given a pediatric exam by a pediatri-
i cian or nurse. This examination included a nuitritional
‘ interview and assessment of the child; an overall health
: status examination; and height, weight, skinfold, and head
circumference measurements of each baby.
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3 B

3. in lifestyle, and related topics. In addition, the six-month
¥ home observation directly cbserved an infant feeding in the
3 home. Data collected on the observation of the feeding
{ included styles of breast or _bome feeding, types of supple-
2 mentary solid foods given to the child (if any), and the

duration of the feeding.

Results

Given that many of the communal parents had unconven-
tional diets and strong feelings about ‘““naturalness’ in
childbirth and in food and nutrition, it is not surprising that
feeding practices differ widely between the two lifestyle
samples. Whether the baby is fed on demand or on schedule
is not such a difference, however; for both samples, babies
were usually reported to be fed on demand. But at six
months of age, two-thirds of the communal mothers were
breastfeeding their children, while two-thirds of the con-
ventionally married mothers had either ended or never
begun breastfeeding. [This compares with an estimated
national average of approximately 5% to 6% of American
babies still being breastfed at six months of age (Fomon,
1975}, and a figure of 33% cbtaincd by Auderback (1978)
for a 1975 sample of 102 women from Mirnesota very
similar to ours: obtained from obstetricians, between 20
and 30 years old, all but two married, all “Protestant,
Caucasian, and middle-class” (p. 28), and 70.5% primi-
parous.] Even at one year of age, 44% of the communal
mothers were still breastfeeding their infants versus 6% of
the conventionally married mothers. Paralleling this differ-
ence, half of those conventionally married moiners who
were breastfeeding at six months had already begun giving
solid foods, versus only 15% of the communa! mothers.
Communal mothers almost always reported using home-
made baby foods, whereas three-fourths of the conven-
tionally married mothers primarily used commerciaily
prepared foods. These differences in feeding patterns did
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Weisner, Martin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 217

Size and density of households. The modal conventional
- family consisted of the mother, father, and infant, although
occasionally an older child, housekeeper, or relative also
shared the household. The modal domestic commune
consisted of three to six unrelated adults and children; only
one domestic group had more than six adult members. The
creedal groups, on the other hand, had a wide range of
household size—from about 10 to about 100 at any one
location.

The dwelling map showed the size, functional living
spaces, sleeping arrangements, and a census of residents.
Although communal dwellings were often larger than the
apartments and single-family houses of the conventionally
married, the number of household members was much
higher per unit of space. Therefore, density was much
higher and space available per member much lower in the
communal groups. in one-third of the communes, each
member had the equivalent of one small room 10 or 12 feet
square out of the entire living space—kitchens, living rooms,
and the rest combined. Only one conventional family had
such a small space. The average conventionally married fam-
ily member had the equivalent of several rooms, and in 20%
of the cases had 1,000 square feet or more per person. The
commune infant was much less iikely to have its own room,
both as indicated by parents on their maps and as we
directly ohserved at our six-month heme visit. At six months,
20% of the commune babies had their own room versus
66% of babies in conventiona! families.

Creedal and domestic samples did not differ in overall
density, nor in percentage of children having their own
room. However, organized communal nurseries were much
more like'y to be found ir. the ciecdal groups. Furthermore,
only in some of the creedal groups did a family have at its
disposal the enormous communal adining, recreation and
meeting halls, and enclosed outdoor spaces like play-
grounds and large communal gardens. Even in cases where
the family’s private dwelling space was tiny, very little time
was spent there. The baky’s days, therefore, were more
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Weisner, Martin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 219

. Who had real responsibility for the six-month-old babies,
other than their mothers? In other words, who were the
~primary” caretakers? Mothers and fathers in many non-
conventional families had reported to us prior to the birth
of their baby that they hoped to reduce the exclusive re-
liance on the mother as the primary caretaker. Nonetheless,
when their babies were six months of age, fully 96% of the
mothers in communes were observed to be the most fre-
quent primary caretaker of the infants, just as in conven-
tional nuclear families (80%). (In the other 10% of conven-
tional households, a housekeeper or paid caretaker was
present and judged to be the primary caretaker. In the other
4% of communes, it was the father.)

The identity of second-ranked primary caretakers, how-
ever, was different in communes. Of the 14 babies in
conventional homes who were observed to have a second
primary caretaker, 10 were in the care of the fathers. In
communes, on the other hand, 30 families had a second
primary caretaker. Sixteen of these were fathers and 14
were other commune members, including some older
children. Third-ranked primary caretakers were observed in
14 communa’ but in only two conventiona! nouseholds.

To summarize some of the patterns of primary caretaking,
we see that, although the mother in both settings was
almost alwavs present and maintaining primary responsibil-
ity for her infant, supplementary primary caretaking was
quite different between the two settings. There were more
likely to be second and third primary caretakers, more di-
verse in sex, age, and kinship, in communes than in conven-
tional nuclear families. Furthermore, fathers or other men
were more commonly encounter2d and more likely to be
caretaking infants in the communal settings. In fact, in our
morning visits to conventicnai households, males were
encountered in only 27% of the cases, versus 73% of the
living group visits (X2 = 13.92, cf = 1, p< .001). Thus, the
number, range, and diversity of infants’ caretalkers were all
greater in communes, and the infant's daily life usually
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work for their religious group’s goals or have work responsi-

_bilities within a rural or semirural collective subsistence

economy. Others, on the other hand, receive state aid for .
their child and/or are supported by a spouse or their own
job. Certainly more communal infants begin life with a
mother with multiple role and work responsibilities than do
infants in conventional homes. To explore these issues, we
asked the mothers to report on the number of different
domestic and household tasks they performed, if others
performed them, and how often they were performed.

We anticipated that mothers in communes would have
both increased work loads and increased social supports
and that they would perform tasks with others more often
than conventionally married mothers. Mothers in our con-
ventional two-parent nuclear families were more likely to
do domestic and household chores and to do more different
kinds of domestic and household chores than were mothers
in either creedal or domestic communes. Figure 1 shows
the number of peopie reported to be doing domestic and
household chores in the three samples. A modal number of
three to five individuals were reportedly perferming a
significant number of household tasks in dnomestic and
creedal communes, whereas only one or two performed
these tasks in two-parent nuclear families.

Formally organized creedal groups often have mcthers
who are freed from any substantial domestic tasks other
than care of their own infant, and even infant care is very
often not full-time. In the interest of work in other aspects of
the community’s functioning—such as proselvtizing, group
child care, community work, or other activities—tasks are
often specialized within the community. In many communal
settings, particularly the religious ones, individual family
units live apart in separate dwellings, so that moiliers in
such settings often perform more domestic tasks on their
own, independent of the community, and therefore have a
particularly high overall work load. Domestic group mothers
less often have their own separate dwelling to maintain in
addition to whatever group or collective work may be need-

Piakiagiiniiiel " oo praivhey ERERLy Spinnt v



JO WUNOWE pUB ‘S¥SE]l PaJeys ‘|BUNWWOD ‘SHSEel onsawop
u3amiaq Jjo-apes siy] "wayl bulop ui djay paseys ssa| saey
pUE Op 0} S3JOUD 21ISBWOpP jO AlauieA Jsiealb e aaey Asyy
1ng "sisylow |[Eunwwod 1sow ueyl ABisus ssa| puadxa Asyy 1
peoj 310 18SS8| B 8ABRY SIAYIOW paliEwW AjjBUONUBAUOC)
‘santjiqisuodsass pateys pue djpu siow aAey Asyl pue . ﬁ
‘sgsed AUBW Ul Op C1 S8I0YD JO SPUIY TUSJBHIP J1aMB) aAry

: osje Aayl 1ng "Ajasuaiul Y10m A3yl pue op c1'10] B aaey Asyl

‘Aep {iny AJaa B aABY $i3YIDW [BUNWWOD |2paas) "auo xa|d

; -Wwoo e st poddns pue peoj ji0m jo uonsanb jjeisno ayj

"$18Y10 Ul 5jNpayds tewo! Buibueys Ajjenunuco e 01 ‘sdnoub .
‘ awos Ui pssnba: saioyd ou wouy ‘jeald Aiaa s sisylow
feunwwod Aq pariisoyiad sySE; UIISCWOP JO PUI pUB JUNowe

ayl ui Aujigelsea ayl snyj ‘wsul op Asyl usym SaJoyd 10y

; djay aiow aney 10 $810YD Jama} BABL L3O Aayl 0S pue ‘pa

sysel BuoC ejdoed Jo sequwunp pue syse jo sequiny :| sinbig

‘”] w
Loy Ve

ez
WDy =
presi>y V24 - o8
3 [
; Agonstmpssavoy
).
! o 2 vos rery 1 wvou
1 0
z T : T T
3 i £ -0t
1 k : -~
3 -02 oieapy
'» - o1
i o
£ - rF3
—) 4 -OF
-0S

SIALSIN IAULWNYILTY 22T

A B T, P R e RPN R e |




it A e s o S

Weisner, Martin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 223

. work overall is the most notable difference in task structure
'?5 between communal and conventional families. :

Kinship and other social support for mothers. Closely
related 10 assistance in task performance are kinship and
other supports provided to young mothers. The first six
months of infant care can be a very trying time for a new
mother—greater work load, less opportunity to leave the
home, postparium depression, a change in relationship with
‘the father—these and other factors can make the supportive
role of close kin and/or friendship very important (e.g..
Bernard, 1975; Caplan and Killilea, 1976; Minturn and
Lambert, 1964: chs. 4-5).

We suspected that communal parents would be less close
and receive less material and social support from their own
parents due to their greater ge'ographical mobility {to be
discussed in a later section) and to the frequent disapproval
by their own parents of the communal lifestyle (cf. Cohen
and Eiduson, 1975). At the same time, however, we expect-
ed communal mothers to receive more support from nonkin
and friends both in and out of the commune. Economic
supporic were anticipated to be related to the type of com-
munal setting, with creedal groups providing -3 total sub-
sistence base for the family and domestic groups @ highly

. yariad, inconsistent subsistence base (cf. Gardner's 13 rural
communes, 1978).

To explore these issues, we asked the parents to report
on rontacts with kin and nonkin at the birth of the baby,
inciuding mutual visiting, economic help, and feelings of
einotional closeness. Communal parents lived farther from
their own parents than did conventionally married mothers
and parents, and there tended to be less economic support
provided by parents of communal mothers and fathers. A
summary index was constructed (over a variety of measures

1 & and time periods) of contact with the mother’s kin, including
] . visiting patterns and mothers’ feelings of closeness to their
1} families of origin. Conventionally married mothers had
E significantly more contact with their own natal kin than
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mother than they had originally anticipated. Mothers in

" conventional and communal lifestyles were equally likely

to report that things were more or less difficult than their
expectations.

Differences on this measure were found, however, in a
comparison of creedal versus domestic communal mothers.
Of mothers in domestic communes, 75% were finding it
harder than they expected, but 75% of mothers in creedal
groups were finding it easier. This is consistent with our
informal observation that the mother in a creedal group
is the beneficiary of a well-organized and supportive envi-
ronment which often provides communal child care, while
the mother in a8 domestic group may find that the help and
support she had been offered by her friends failed to ma-
terialize, requiring her to shoulder far more of a burden
than she had anticipated. This “parental burden’ difference
is also consistent with other data reported by Kornfein
(1977) on overall lifestyle satisfaction at six and twelve
months. Three times as many domestic as creedal mothers
reported being dissatisfied with their lifestyle at six months.
This difference in reported satisfaction still prevailed at the
one-year interview. Given the greater satisfaction with
available social supports of all kinds expressed by the
creedal groups, we might hypothesize that certain com-
munes provide better support for new mothers than do mare
conventional kinship ties in spite of reduced involvement
with kin. And it was true, although the causcs are many,
that creedal parents were less frequently in contact with
the babies’ grandparents than were domestic parents. The
creedal lifestyles . were also less likely to be evaliated
“neutrally” by the grandparents. For instance, grandparents
were approving of the Christian living groups in general and
disapproving of the other creedal groups. Creedal group
members expressed more satisfaction with support and
ease of childrearing than either domestic group mothers
(who expressed the least satisfaction) or conventionally
married mothers. Overall, then, nonkin support systems
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Figure 2: Six Values and Belief Dimensions® for Mothers and Fathers by Con-
ventional Married. Domestic Communes, and Creadal Communes

zero midpoint on each graph) on “low materialism” indi-
cates the presumed conventional response. This method of
presentation allows the reader to easily compare degrees of
conventionality and nonconventionality across values
domains; high scores are all nonconventional. Note, too,
that these are relative scores, comparing only within our
sample; this particular conventional sample might be fairly
nonmaterialistic if all Americans were randomly samn'sd
on these value dimensions. All Figure 2 indicates is that,
relative to the domestic communal parents, conventionally
married parents were much more materialistic.

With the striking exceptions of sex egalitarianism and
commitment to conventional authority in society, both
domestic and creedal communal mothers and fathers were
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with the one exception of sex egalitarianism, the communal
pérents are always relatively nonconventional—that is,
above the zero point on each value or belief dimension.
Creedal mothers and fathers were more conventional in
their beliefs concerning traditional sex-role patterns in
the family than were the conventionally married parents
themselves. The creedal parents were also closer to the
conventionally married in their beliefs regarding adherence
to conventional authority in society. Creedal and domestic
communal groups were very similar in their beliefs in the
jack of importance of material possessions and materialism,
and in their belief in the relative lack of importance of
conventional achievement values.

Sex egalitarianism: creedal and domestic group differ-
ences. Figure 2 showed a striking difference in overall
beliefs concerning sex egalitarianism® between creedal
and domestic communal parents. Table 3 shows the four
key items which differentiated creedal and domestic group
parents in this value. Almost all domestic group parents
believed that, although boys and girls grow up differently,
the cause is environmental, while half of the creedal par-
ticipants believed in some innaté sex differences of tem-"~
perament or ability. Asked how they would act cn their
beliefs as their children grew older, most creedal mothers
said they would try to reinforce the innate di/ferences by
providing different toys or by modeling different bchaviors.

By contrast, almost ail domestic group mothers imended
to play down whatever differences might emerge. Most
creedal mothers reported not to have been influenced by
the women's movement in the United States, while domes-
tic group mothers all reported that they had been influenced.

All of the religious philosophies which make up creedal
communal ideologies are traditional in beliefs about sex
role differences, especially in the traditional Christian
communities. These religious belief systems are reilected
in parents’ statements about values. In addition, these
ideals are often explicitly carried out in practice and are




B a4 L

pphaY

X7

12

Y,

|t eri

‘sjuswabuetse onsswop pue abeiew yum Buuuangadxa
‘Uawom asasy) Apwey aul ulyum pue Ai3100s U1 uawom
JO smigi1s syr ur sbueyo |eonijod juaNND AQ psouanpu

Aniaesy suse- ‘uswona Alleroadse ‘sjuspisss

Jo sjalaq ay;

pue ABojoapi jew 0} ou aaey sdnosb dlisawo( -uollenuals;
-JIp 9[0J-X88 jeuciipeIl ANOIIS B SuielulRW osie sdnoib
IBP83J3 JB[NJ39S 3Y1 JO 8UQ "U1JOJ OS pue "JioM onsswop pue
Bupjoos 1sow op ‘aued piiyo 19811p || Ajzeau op ‘sAem paqiios
-84d ui ssalp uslwom—ajAisalll jepaaid syl Jo ued e apew

“T00°> € "1 e 3p ‘prong = &

“susuodsas _sak, QitA posdeyjod  mouy ,u0p, UAYR Tyt D d T e IP ‘1600 = LY

001 [13 [33 [ ] [ [£3 Te30L
001 = 9z [ 9 n ['Y3 ETELE-)
0ol [%3 <8 [34 st Y Tepa21)
3WADIRE  [EIOL I qwadaey 2233es57p ITIDIZ  Dr3dIeduls
oy ’ oy a0 ‘on acy siente 30
$23

EINDIAGL §$,K300M FHI A8 QXINSPLIRI N338 0X 3AVH ¥

H

oGt 1$ (13 I%3 K T ' € P FEEEH
001 [13 [33 7 8 (43 8T Jtasaaiog
001 [£4 3 € [ 0 [4 E] 1Ep33L)
WI33ag T30 WIII oy 3023133  mouy VI $I
o] noy 1,u0g acy

“saznodeas g3k, y3iym pasdeijoo  aouy 3,v0p, Uaya *1p° B d ¢

ESIINIEIAIC FHL RYO0 AVid OL DNIALANY 00 00X TUM €

T=3P ‘1979 = x

?
01 i3 NI T T e T¥ i1
o1 73 73 1 o v It Siseond
o1 7 ot T T T Tepasss
madzag 0] pLETTT W WwWadaag  Aouy w188 sy
aoy oy sy 3,ueq Aoy

‘Ssecdsas | Juawnosyaus

&SAININIIIIQ 3 321SVRda 61 ORIHLARY OC nOX T1IA ¢

“$34, qiya pasdeqo> wPU, BaYR ‘100 H d ¢

T=3JP 991l z!

9 [4 9 13 [ [ii jea0)
=
ol 3] v T [ [H €1 € Stereng
wi [13 3 F <y €t [ [} 1¥p3a15
Land oY BEE £ 2751 Iy oy 3u3d3ag IIWUAL | ALN VD334 aywvuy
noy noy 3, L] ‘say

KLININAL31G 97 AOUD S141D OGNV SiDE 0G ‘1

wsiueueyesy xag jo seinsegy
o4 Aq seunwwon dussuwoQg snsiep jepeesn)

€ 318vL

'SB'IA.LSQ:'H JAILYNHILTY O£




il

A miebic

1

Weisner, Martin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 231

‘clearly are also advocating a change from traditional sex-

role patterns in their communes. As we have seen earlier in
this study, they also are much more likely to have higher
status occupations than creedal mothers.

Naming practices. Another index of countercultural
values comes from naming practices. Although a family
with nonconventional values may use conventional names,
it is the rare conventionally married couple who would
name their first-born child Sunrise or Youthspirit.? Thus,
naming practices serve as a highly visible cultural code in
the same way as a uniform or a shaved head. Parents in
the nonconventional families were, in fact, much more
likely to give their children nonconventional names. In
creedal groups, these names generally express the creed
explicitly. For example, all of the Christian children have
biblical names. All of the Eastern groups but one have
given their children Indian names. Although parents in
domestic communes may not have an explicit shared creed
to express in names, these parents did give nonconven-
tional names, apparently expressing either their individually
held values—Harmony and Liberty, for example—or their
desire to be assertively unconventional or experimental—
names like Ganja, Yoniwa, or Maka, which have meaning
oniy to the giver.

Conventionally married couples almost always gave con-
ventional names to their children. Only two conventional

couples gave a name so striking and unusual that three

indepcndent judges noticed it in a randomized list of chil-.
dgren's names in the study; those two names—Cloud and
Equity—did seem to indicate a spirit similar to some of the

domestic group names. Nearly one-third of the children in

conventional nuclear families were given biblical names.

The reacons for these names may have included a religious

commitment (although biblical names are common in

America); but the lifestyle the child leads does not have the

same total reinforcement of the religious ideal as it has for

the creedal communal members.
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¥ TABLE 4
Life Style Changes: Moves Qut of and
into Communes Between Birth and 18 Months

A. Percent of Original Commune Sample Leaving the Initial Life
Style by Sub Category.

Total = 25 = 452
55

Creedal ‘ Domestic

_6 = 212 19 = 762

29 25

Religious Secular trtan Rural
4 _4 =202 2 =222 15 = 792 4 = 672
{ 70 9 19 6
F | gastern |Christian
- 3=27211~= 11%
11 9

B. Number of Participants Moving into the Commune Life Style
After the Birth of the Baby, by Sub Category.

" Total = 9
: Creedal pDomestic
3 6
Religious Secular Urban Rural
3 0 1 3

Eastern {Christian

2 1

1960s—a rural community, building one’s own house,
having a garden—is still alive among at least some Cali-
fornia families.

As measured by lifestyle change, the relative stability of
the physical and social setting for the infant differed drama-
tically, not only between conventional and communal fami-
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TABLE §
Number of Geographical Moves Between Birth
and 18 Months, in Conventional and Communal Families

Humber of . Conventionally Married Commnunal Families
Moves Families (N=52) (N=54)
Number Column Percent Number Column Percent

0 23 442 15 29%
1 21 40 18 33
2 7 14 11 20
3-6 1 2 10 18

52 100Z 54 100X

X2 2 10.18, d¢f = 3, p <.025.

although the physical locale and the people around the baby
would chande, the routine and cultural milieu would be
quite consistent from place to place.

From the infant’s point of view, these moves mean
changes ir physical and social environments, daiiy routines
and caretzkers, and changes in the availability and identity
of inale or father figures early in life. Although creedal
groups provide multiple caretaking and a diversified setting
for a young child, the complexity and cultural characteristics
of the setting are likely to remain fairly stable. Babies born
into domestic communes, however, are likely to experience
sequential changes in setting; in routine; and in number,
sex, and identity of the people around them.

Creedal groups use many more of the commitment
mechanisms suggested by Kantor as associated with long-
term survival of nineteenth-century communities (but cf.
Gardner, 1978, chapter 14, who suggests that the length of
time in judging survival is crucial, and that only some forms
of commitment were related to longevity in his sample of 13
modern Western U.S. rural communities). The mothers
drawn to each lifestyle no doubt also differ in their person-
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. and there were no consistent patterns of differences in
, “neonatal or infant physical growth and development or
health.

Learning environment differences also were discovered
within the communal lifestyle—in this article contrasting
creedal and domestic types of communes. Differences
included size and density of household {creedal groups
larger and denser); a small number of demographic charac-
teristics of parents; values and beliefs about sex roles
(creedal group parents less egalitarian), the ease or dif-
ficulty in child care reported by mothers {creedal mothers
reporting an easier time); and change and mobility (domes-
tic group families ‘'moving out of communal lifestyles more
often).

All of the data analyses presented have focused on life-
style comparisons, yet lifestyle is confounded by and inter-
acts with demographic characteristics of the families. In
addition, the qualitative descriptions of some of the com-
munal settings at the beginning of the article show how
much family and child-rearing styles themselves are parts
of an ideological and community context. Thus, the com-
parisons are descriptively informative about social organ-

- izational features of lifestyle differences and children’s
learning environments, but their interdependence with
~each oiher” and with related demographic variables sug-
gests caution in making generalizations about conventional
and nonconventional family influences on children.

FUTURE FINDINGS

Subsequent analyses as the infants grow older will
explore the consequences for both parents and children of
the home environmental differences reported here. We
anticipate lifestyle differences to become increasingly
important in children’s behaviors when speech, imitation,
and modeling begin, and as the children begin comparing
their own family lifestyles to those of others.

Furthermore, the lifestyle memberships used for ‘initial
sampling of nonconventional families are themselves
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Weisner, Martin / LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 239

development and formal measure of “school readiness.” It
is also interesting to speculate on the issue of family con-
Ventionamy itself. As the culture and lifestyles of American
families become more varied and diverse, the communal,
social contract, and single mother families we are following
may be less unusual against the background of American
family settings of the future.

NOTES

1. This work is supported in part by the United States Public Health Service
Grant No. 1 RO1 MH 24847, and Carnegie Corporation Grant 8-3694. The work
is also supported by Research Scientist Award 5 105 MH 70541-06 to Bernica T.
Eiduson, Ph.D., who is Principal tnvestigator. Thomas S. Weisner is Co-Principal
Investigator. Senior investigators include Jannette Alexander, D.C.S.W.; Jerome
Cohen, Ph.D.; M. R. Mickey, Ph.D.; and Irla Lee Zimmerman, Ph.D. Computing
assistance was obtained from the Health Sciences Computer Facility, University
of California, Los Angeles, supported by the National Institute of Health, Special
Research Resources Grant RR-3. See Alexander 1976; Eiduson 1974; Cohen and
Eiduson 1975; and Eiduson and Weisner, 1978 for additional information. An
earlier version of this paper was presented at the American Anthropological
Association, Washington, D.C., November 1976, in a Symposium on “Intracultural
Variation and Early Childhood Socialization.”

2. Some authors distinguish “communes” from “living groups,” communes
being considered as significantly more committed financially and philosophically
3ad living gioups o5 more (vosely bound togetner. This distinction is appliceble to
some extent to the creedai/domestic dichotomy, creedal groups having more of
the qualities of “communes.” We have used the generic term ce:amunes in this
article.

3. The Ns for the four initial sampling categories were as follows: social con-
tract, 52; single mothers, 50; conventionally married, 52; communal, 54. The
sample sizes reported in the tables throughout the article vary slightly due to
missing data in a few cases, changes in lifestyle at different points in data collec-
tion, or data not relevant for certain family lifestyles (e.g., questions on fathers for
single mothers living without a man),

4. An elaboration of Table 1 and a descriptive summary of creetiai and domes-
tic communes are available from the authors.

5. Data on values and beliefs are taken from a study by Weisner et al., 19786,
“Ideology. Values and Family Life Styles”, submitted to the Applied Research
Branch, National Institute of Mental Health. Additional values data are currently
being added by Burke Rochford of the Family Styles Project, in coilabaraticn with
Jerome Cohen. )

6. These scores are canonical coefficients corresponding to lifesiyle in 2 3
(Ifestyle groups) x 4 (value dimension score divided into quartiles) contingency
table. The values are scores for each lifestyle group that maximize the correlation
with each value dimension. The data give a clear graphical display of the relative
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